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Isaiah 66-12 (NRSV)
6 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all 

night they shall never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest,
7 and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it re-

nowned throughout the earth.
8 The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will 

not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall 
not drink the wine for which you have labored;

9 but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, and those 
who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.

10 Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; 
build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the 
peoples.

11 The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter 
Zion, “See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recom-
pense before him.”

12 They shall be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD”; 
and you shall be called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.” 



Isaiah 66-12

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Isaiah 62:6-12
Sought Out

It’s the dream of all who have fallen on hard times that their fortunes 
will be reversed and they will be sought out. It could be why people want to 
compete on the bizarre reality shows – not the talents shows, but the “find a 
partner” type.

Supermarket magazines covered with the life of someone who hasn’t 
really done anything except beat 11 others for the “honor” of catching an eli-
gible mate. Suddenly they are famous for, well, being famous and they rake 
in the money while they can or even go on yet another reality show.

But let’s go further back in Isaiah to “build up, build up the highway, 
clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.” Sounds like work, 
doesn’t it?

Isaiah is calling the people to work with God in reversing the fortunes of 
Jerusalem. The people will be called “The Holy People, The Redeemed of 
the Lord” for responding to God and Jerusalem – through their labors – will 
be “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.”

Not because of an apocalyptic reversal of fortunes, but through hard 
work and faith building.
Dear God, Help us work with you to become your redeemed. Help us respond to our 
redemption so we will be sought out as a highway to you. Amen.





Psalm 97 (NRSV)
1 The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be 

glad!
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; righteousness and jus-

tice are the foundation of his throne.
3 Fire goes before him, and consumes his adversaries on every side.
4 His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.
5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all 

the earth.
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness; and all the peoples behold 

his glory.
7 All worshipers of images are put to shame, those who make their boast 

in worthless idols; all gods bow down before him.
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice, because of your 

judgments, O God.
9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far 

above all gods.
10 The LORD loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his faith-

ful; he rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
11 Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart.
12 Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy 

name!



Psalm 97

Key phrase:



Psalm 97 Madrigal

Lines contain either 7 or 11 syllables (Italian)  
or iambic pentameter (Chaucer).
Letters indicate rhyme scheme, numbers indicate where lines repeat.
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Titus 3:4-7 (NRSV)
4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior ap-

peared,
5 he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had 

done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal 
by the Holy Spirit.

6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,
7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs ac-

cording to the hope of eternal life. 



Titus 3:4-7

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Titus 3:4-7
Mercy and Grace

We are not saved through our works but through mercy of God. God 
reaches out to us when we are unredeemed and saves us.

Funny, isn’t it? Only God can save us this way but only God can condemn 
us this way, too. It makes you wonder about all of those who think it within 
their power to condemn. Do they realize they’re also claiming the power of 
mercy?

Truth is we all have the ability to share or withhold mercy, some of us 
do so with love and some as if it’s a weapon. Those who live with love freely 
welcome people in need and show them what it is to be accepted for who 
they are. Those who wield a weapon demand you conform to their stan-
dards to be accepted.

But when the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior appeared, 
he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, 
but according to his mercy.

That doesn’t mean we go out and do awful things to people knowing 
we’ll be shown mercy but that we should show “goodness and lovingkind-
ness” to others as it was shown to us.

This breakthrough is our justification – our entry into grace and our 
entry into the hope of eternal life.
Dear God, Help us live knowing the mercy and acceptance you have shown us. 
Help us share it with others as proof we’ve been redeemed. Amen.





Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 (NRSV)
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered.
2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was gover-

nor of Syria.
3 All went to their own towns to be registered.
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 

city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 
and family of David.

5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child.

6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 

cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night.

9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified.

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people:

11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord.

12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.”

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”

16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger.

17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child;

18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them.



Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20
Treasured and Pondered

I’ve spent the last few weeks analyzing an encounter with Tal. I don’t 
know precisely what he meant so I take those words and try to figure out 
their meaning — I don’t ponder them all of the time, but returning to them 
frequently. Sometimes I treasure them and sometimes I worry.

From the birth of Jesus until he begins his ministry is a span of 30 years. 
How many times in those years did Mary ponder or turn over the words of 
Gabriel and the shepherds? How many times did she think they were mis-
taken, that Jesus was just a normal child and safe? And how many times did 
she treasure them knowing the great gift that Jesus was meant to be to the 
people?

In those 30 years, how many times did her faith waver as she had to dis-
cipline this future messiah? How possible was it that somewhere along the 
line the expectations would be too much or maybe too little?

Do we sometimes put too much weight on a brief exchange that can 
change something good into something bad?
Dear God, Help us treasure the gift you offered in Jesus and ponder the meaning of 
this gift in our life and then live as we’ve been led by Jesus. Amen.





Isaiah 62:6-12 (CEB)
6 Upon your walls, Jerusalem,
  I have appointed sentinels.
Continually, all day and all night,
  they won’t keep silent.
You who call on the Lord, don’t rest,
7   and don’t allow God to rest
  until he establishes Jerusalem,
  and makes it the praise of the earth.
8 The Lord has promised
  with raised hand and strong arm:
  I will never again give your grain
  as food for your enemies.
  Foreigners won’t drink your wine
  for which you labored.
9 Those who harvest will eat it
  and will praise the Lord;
  those who gather will drink it
  in my holy courtyards.
10 Pass through, pass through the gates;
  prepare the way for the people!
Build, build the road;
  clear away the stones!
  Raise up a signal for the peoples.
11 This is what the Lord announced
  to the earth’s distant regions:
Say to Daughter Zion, “Look! Your deliverer arrives,
  bringing reward and payment!”
12 They will be called The Holy People,
  Redeemed By the Lord.
And you will be called Sought After—
  A City That Is Not Abandoned.

Titus 3:4-7 (CEB)
4 But “when God our savior’s kindness and love appeared, 5 he saved us 

because of his mercy, not because of righteous things we had done. He did 
it through the washing of new birth and the renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 
which God poured out upon us generously through Jesus Christ our savior. 7 
So, since we have been made righteous by his grace, we can inherit the hope 
for eternal life.”



Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 (CEB)
1 In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the 

empire should be enrolled in the tax lists. 2 This first enrollment occurred 
when Quirinius governed Syria. 3 Everyone went to their own cities to be 
enrolled. 4 Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went 
up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem, in 
Judea. 5 He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to 
him in marriage and who was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for Mary to have her baby. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, 
wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the guestroom.

8 Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at 
night. 9 The Lord’s angel stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around 
them, and they were terrified.

10 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—
wonderful, joyous news for all people. 11 Your savior is born today in David’s 
city. He is Christ the Lord. 12 This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn 
baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great assembly 
of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, 14 “Glory 
to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”

15 When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 
“Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm 
what the Lord has revealed to us.” 16 They went quickly and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they 
reported what they had been told about this child. 18 Everyone who heard 
it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 Mary committed these 
things to memory and considered them carefully. 20 The shepherds re-
turned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. 
Everything happened just as they had been told.



Isaiah 66-12 and Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20

Key phrases:



Centering word:



Isaiah 66-12 and Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 Sonnet

Sestina line:
Phrases:

Argument/Observation/Question:
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Conclusion/Refutation:
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g



Thoughts

Isaiah 62:6-12 and Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20
Your Salvation Comes

We’re all familiar with the Luke version of the Christmas story as Mary 
and Joseph travel for the census and stay in the manger at the inn. Shep-
herds are told of the birth and the good news the child brings and they’re 
amazed at what they hear. Mary treasures what she has been told and pon-
ders them in the coming years.

When we look at Isaiah, we find the people reminding God of what 
they’ve been promised — that others will not eat or drink what the Israelites 
worked for. And it closes with God proclaiming “See, your salvation comes; 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.”

We are taught to believe that Isaiah’s prophecy speaks of Jesus — the sal-
vation comes with his birth. But, like most prophecies that Jesus “fulfilled,” 
you have to ignore part of the original prophecy that refers to nobody eating 
or drinking what the Israelites earned.

Salvation to Isaiah was meant to be the overturning of oppression, the 
ending of exile. But we’ve reinterpreted it to mean spiritual salvation. I don’t 
mind that we speak of spiritual salvation through Jesus, but I do mind when 
we say it’s the same salvation that Isaiah prophesied and that it’s been ac-
complished. I mind because there are people who do nothing to help others 
since they don’t see it as part of their duty as followers of Christ.

Jesus fulfilled all the prophecies of Isaiah so we don’t need to notice what 
has not been fulfilled? I like to think Mary pondered because she knew the 
task that lay ahead was more than one baby, one man could accomplish no 
matter how much the Holy Spirit was with him.

It isn’t Jesus alone who accomplished salvation but all of us together who 
can bring salvation.
Dear God, Help us bring your salvation to fruition not just the spiritual salvation 
from Jesus but social salvation with your guidance. Amen.



Titus 3:4-7 and Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20

Key phrases:



Centering word:



Titus 3:4-7 and Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 Sonnet

Sestina line:
Phrases:
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Thoughts

Titus 3:4-7 and Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20
Water

I’ve been thinking a lot about water in liturgical settings this week be-
cause I’m actively planning retreats for people affected by Hurricane Irene 
and Tropical Storm Lee and the related flooding.

We use the cleansing image of water all the time in our tradition from 
baptismal waters to Titus’ “water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” 
But how do we transform the muddy, injuring floodwaters into the cleansing 
waters; healing waters without dipping into water as making us apprecia-
tive of what we have when all the excess is gone? Because that’s not healing, 
it’s hurting. It’s saying you didn’t need what you lost. And it isn’t up to us to 
decide what someone else needs. 

I like the opening to Titus: “But when the goodness and lovingkindness 
of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righ-
teousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water 
of rebirth and renewal of the Holy Spirit.” We need to be reminded that we 
don’t “earn” mercy — not through works, prayers, faithfulness or righteous-
ness. Surviving is not a reward or punishment, it is just what happens or 
doesn’t. 

It’s funny to have Titus with Luke’s birth narrative. If we believe “only 
good things” come to the righteous, who we can spot because they are richly 
adorned, how do we reconcile Mary and Joseph being lodged in the man-
ger? And shepherds in the fields being the first to hear the news from angels, 
no less!

No, “things” are not proof of our goodness or our badness. These aren’t 
things we can determine from the outside. There are stingy poor and giving 
rich just as there are stingy rich and giving poor.
Dear God, Help us put aside the expectations we have that we are rewarded and 
punished through the gain or loss of material things. Amen.



Isaiah 66-12 and Titus 3:4-7

Key phrases:



Centering word:



Isaiah 66-12 and Titus 3:4-7 Sonnet

Sestina line:
Phrases:

Argument/Observation/Question:
a
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Thoughts

Isaiah 62:6-12 and Titus 3:4-7
Build Up Mercy

It takes some work to penetrate the images in Isaiah. At first, it seems as 
if the passage is about God fulfilling promises, but then you notice “You who 
remind the Lord, take no rest … until he establishes Jerusalem” and “prepare 
the way” by clearing and building a highway. Slowly, you hear that God’s 
promises are fulfilled through our work and that could make you wonder 
why bother with God if we’re doing all the work.

Of course, the passage continues to say “your salvation comes; his reward 
is with him,” which is a reward we can’t accomplish though our hard work.

According to Titus, when Jesus appeared he saved us not because of 
our works but because of mercy. It’s a funny thing I just realized about the 
passages and Christmas. My sister gives horrible Christmas gifts. So horrible 
that I’ve quit exchanging gifts with her. I realize they say it’s better to give 
than receive but when you receive, you want it to be something you have 
some interest in. Because I got tired of no thought gifts from her, I quit put-
ting effort into gifts for her. In return, I get no gifts and that makes me happy.

What does that have to do with works righteousness? God offers mercy 
to all, but only those who want God’s mercy actually work for it. If I wanted 
my sister’s gifts, I would get her presents she would like.

Like the Israelites, who wanted God to help them re-establish Jerusalem, 
we’re willing to clear the rocks and build the roads to Jerusalem. If we want 
God to come into our heart, then we will prepare a way for God to enter, to 
receive the mercy and grace that God constantly offers.
Dear God, Help us be open to receiving the mercy, grace, goodness and lovingkind-
ness that God offers to us in the gift of Jesus. Amen.



Sestina

Numbers indicate lines that need to end with same word.
No rules regarding meter.

Centering words pulled from lectio divina:
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Envoi (3 lines, all six words in any order):



Renga
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5
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Titus 3:4-7
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Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20
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Isaiah 66-12/Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20
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