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Isaiah 61:10-62:3 (NRSV)
61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 

God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered 
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations.

62:1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will 
not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like 
a burning torch.

2 The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will 
give.

3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal 
diadem in the hand of your God. 



Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Isaiah 61:10-62:3
I Will Not Keep Silent

The Israelites are returning to Jerusalem to the great delight of the peo-
ple. We listen as the people are described as brides and bridegrooms in their 
wedding finery. And then in the middle of our periscope is a chapter change 
– a voice change.

The prophet says they will continue to speak out until Israel’s “righteous-
ness shines out like the dawn.” In other words, we’re going home, but we still 
have work to do to become the people God wants us to be. This would be 
what the Israelites heard but for Christians on the first Sunday after Christ-
mas they hear the third verse as the promise of Jesus: “You will be a crown of 
splendor in the Lord’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God.” This 
is on the heels of being called a new name.

I always have a problem with the prophetic reading of Jesus into Isaiah 
because it takes something written by a social critic about a particular soci-
ety as they are urged to righteousness and says, “Look, that’s about Jesus!”

The Bible and Shakespeare have something in common – they have a 
particular setting and comment on human nature for all time. There are 
lessons to learn from the Bible about our failings and our calling to greater 
good, but like Shakespeare there is no prediction for a future but a cyclical 
recognition of our successes and failures.

We received a huge correction in the form of Jesus, but we need to hear 
the criticism he did that inspired him to call for reform.
Dear God, Help us hear what it is we need to do in order for us to live up to your 
dreams of righteousness. Keep us on the path to becoming an example to all the 
world. Amen.





Psalm 148 (NRSV)
1 Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the 

heights!
2 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!
3 Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!
4 Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they 

were created.
6 He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which 

cannot be passed.
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
8 fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!
9 Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!
10 Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
12 Young men and women alike, old and young together!
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; 

his glory is above earth and heaven.
14 He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for 

the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the LORD!



Psalm 148

Key phrase:



Psalm 148 Madrigal

Lines contain either 7 or 11 syllables (Italian)  
or iambic pentameter (Chaucer).
Letters indicate rhyme scheme, numbers indicate where lines repeat.
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Galatians 4:4-7 (NRSV)
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law,
5 in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as children.
6 And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 

our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
7 So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, 

through God.



Galatians 4:4-7

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Galatians 4:4-7
Heir in Waiting

Starting at 4:1 instead of 4:4, I immediately thought of Shakespeare’s 
King John and the difficulties created by a monarchy when the king dies too 
soon or leaves a young child to rule the country.

The death of Richard I (the Lion-Hearted), caused a problem because he 
left no legitimate heirs so war broke out as some supported the young son 
of his next-in-line brother Geofrey, who had died before Richard I, while 
others supported the youngest brother John. Geofrey’s son Arthur is not old 
enough to control his destiny but is ruled by his mother and supported by 
the French King Philip II. Arthur is moved about the battlefield, captured, 
threatened with torture and death, freed and falls to his death when finally 
able to make his own decision.

According to Paul, we were slaves or heirs without power until Jesus 
came and we became children of God. We received our full inheritance – 
God’s teachings and the Holy Spirit – as the law and the power to rule our 
destiny. We were no longer adrift under the influence of our regents – the 
misguided priests of the temple – but able to control our own destiny. Of 
course, this also means we’re responsible for making wise decisions and 
that others rely on us. And this is why I thought of poor Prince Arthur, who 
according to Shakespeare, falls to his death when he attempts to claim his 
life and leave all the power struggles behind simply because he didn’t realize 
the fall was so far.
Dear God, Help us to recognize the inheritance we received from Christ. Help us 
claim the Holy Spirit’s power to follow your teachings and help us be good stewards 
of your gifts. Amen.





Luke 2:22-40 (NRSV)
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord”),
24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of 

the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 

was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him.

26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.

27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the par-
ents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law,

28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to 

your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Isra-

el.”
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being 

said about him.
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child 

is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be opposed

35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed--and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 
of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage,

37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day.

38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.

40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor 
of God was upon him.



Luke 2:22-40

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Luke 2:22-40
Waiting at the Temple

We read about Jesus being presented at the temple but I wonder about 
Simeon just waiting … waiting for the consolation of Israel, waiting for the 
messiah.

Each day he woke up and thought “Is today the day?” and he proba-
bly expected that one day an adult male would come to the temple and he 
would see Israel being redeemed. He had been promised by the Holy Spirit 
… he probably never assumed that he would see a baby so young that it 
couldn’t even lift its head. Imagine looking at the future messiah in his arms 
and seeing the salvation of the people Israel. Maybe he saw the future of 
Jesus and the pride and pain that Mary would experience seeing her son 
crucified.

And then Anna, an eighty-four year old widow and prophet came for-
ward. I imagine they looked like the normal gathering around a young baby 
at a church. Except that Anna began to preach to all around them about the 
child who would redeem them.

And then they went home and tried to raise a normal boy – one who was 
strong, filled with wisdom with the grace of God upon him. We know noth-
ing about the daily life of the child Jesus and the one gospel that contains 
these stories of a struggling youth is noncanonical and even dismissed in the 
story of doubting Thomas. Imagine what Simeon saw of Jesus’ future as he 
held the young child.
Dear God, Help us see the promise of Jesus fulfilled in our future. Help us raise 
children show are strong and filled with wisdom. Amen.





Isaiah 61:10-62:3 (CEB)
61:10 I surely rejoice in the Lord;
    my heart is joyful because of my God,
    because he has clothed me with clothes of victory,
    wrapped me in a robe of righteousness
    like a bridegroom in a priestly crown,
    and like a bride adorned in jewelry.
11 As the earth puts out its growth,
    and as a garden grows its seeds,
    so the Lord God will grow righteousness and praise before all the 

nations.
62:1 For Zion’s sake I won’t keep silent,
    and for Jerusalem’s sake I won’t sit still
    until her righteousness shines out like a light,
    and her salvation blazes like a torch.
2 Nations will see your righteousness,
    all kings your glory.
You will be called by a new name,
    which the Lord’s own mouth will determine.
3 You will be a splendid garland in the Lord’s hand,
    a royal turban in the palm of God’s hand.

Galatians 4:4-7 (CEB)
4 But when the fulfillment of the time came, God sent his Son, born 

through a woman, and born under the Law. 5 This was so he could redeem 
those under the Law so that we could be adopted. 6 Because you are sons 
and daughters, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba, 
Father!” 7 Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son or daughter, and if 
you are his child, then you are also an heir through God.



Luke 2:22-40 (CEB)
22 When the time came for their ritual cleansing, in accordance with 

the Law from Moses, they brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord. (23 It’s written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male will be 
dedicated to the Lord.”) 24 They offered a sacrifice in keeping with what’s 
stated in the Law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.

25 A man named Simeon was in Jerusalem. He was righteous and devout. 
He eagerly anticipated the restoration of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested 
on him. 26 The Holy Spirit revealed to him that he wouldn’t die before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Led by the Spirit, he went into the temple area. 
Meanwhile, Jesus’ parents brought the child to the temple so that they could 
do what was customary under the Law. 28 Simeon took Jesus in his arms and 
praised God. He said,

29 “Now, master, let your servant go in peace according to your word,
30     because my eyes have seen your salvation.
31 You prepared this salvation in the presence of all peoples.
32 It’s a light for revelation to the Gentiles
    and a glory for your people Israel.”
33 His father and mother were amazed by what was said about him. 34 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “This boy is assigned to 
be the cause of the falling and rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that 
generates opposition 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed. 
And a sword will pierce your innermost being too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, who be-
longed to the tribe of Asher. She was very old. After she married, she lived 
with her husband for seven years. 37 She was now an 84-year-old widow. 
She never left the temple area but worshipped God with fasting and prayer 
night and day. 38 She approached at that very moment and began to praise 
God and to speak about Jesus to everyone who was looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When Mary and Joseph had completed everything required by the 
Law of the Lord, they returned to their hometown, Nazareth in Galilee. 40 
The child grew up and became strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God’s 
favor was on him.



Isaiah 61:10-62:3 and Luke 2:22-40
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Isaiah 61:10-62:3 and Luke 2:22-40 Sonnet
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Thoughts

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 and Luke 2:22-40
Anna and Simeon

Luke continues establishing how Jesus is the expected one through the 
prophets Simeon and Anna, who waited for his arrival at the temple. The 
time for a newborn boy’s purification is, of course, the brit on the eighth day, 
so Luke has them travel to Jerusalem for the ceremony. 

We’re told Simeon was guided there at the time by the Holy Spirit and 
he takes Jesus into his arms and praises God, then utters a prophecy. At this 
point in time, we imagine Mary and Joseph were like a lot of new parents 
and used to people wanting to see and hold the newborn babe. But infants 
were not so cherished in their time so they were amazed at Simeon’s words 
as more people confirmed what they had been told by angels.

I imagine they were on their way out when the 84-year-old Anna, who 
fasted and prayed at the temple, came up and began to praise God and speak 
of Jesus’ future. And then they returned to Nazareth where Jesus grows and 
learns. For Luke, there are no wise men, no threat to Jesus’ life and fleeing to 
Egypt. Jesus is not the new Moses of Matthew but the expected one and an 
observant Jew. His coming will lift up the poor and bring down the mighty.

He is what Isaiah speaks of when accepting the mantle of God – rejoic-
ing in salvation and righteousness, speaking out for Jerusalem’s sake. We 
don’t get into trouble for rejoicing and praising. Not even the early Christian 
martyrs died for personal piety; they died because they confronted the Ro-
mans with their rejection of paganism.

For Isaiah, we have to remember Jerusalem was destroyed because the 
people failed to live up to God’s standards of social justice. The poor were 
neglected, the rich took every last grain from the field, the leaders sought 
military alliances and did not rely on God. Isaiah spoke against all of that for 
the sake of the rebuilt Jerusalem.

This is what Simeon sees in Jesus when he says “This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel …” and what Anna sees when 
she speaks of the redemption of Jerusalem.
Dear God, Help us be like Isaiah and Jesus in drawing from our spirituality for the 
courage to speak against injustice. Amen. 
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Galatians 4:4-7 and Luke 2:22-40 Sonnet
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Thoughts

Galatians 4:4-7 and Luke 2:22-40
Kidnapped?

Thanks to technology, I have several Bible versions available without 
adding 10 pounds to my bag. Eugene Peterson writes that Jesus was sent to 
“redeem those of us who have been kidnapped by the law” where the NRSV 
has “in order to redeem those who were under the law.”

It’s hard to hear Paul in Peterson’s paraphrase because Paul did not have 
a problem with “the law,” but that we did not see ourselves as children of 
God. We are to be redeemed through adoption not rejection.

In fact, Luke includes stories to prove Jesus was “under the law” when he 
is circumcised at the temple “according to the law” and Mary purified. They 
were not held hostage or kidnapped but observant. And Simeon has the 
Holy Spirit on him when he recognizes Jesus.

This is not some terrifying “law” they are under but one they freely sub-
mit to — the law of Moses and of the Lord. In Christianity, we like to consis-
tently translate “torah” as “law,” yet it can also be “teachings.” Much of our 
theology is built on Jesus rejecting the “law” and giving us freedom with his 
“teachings.”

To be clear, it was not the Torah that “kidnapped” us but legalistic inter-
pretation by the scribes and temple priests. Their focus on minutiae is what 
was enslaving. Jesus did not abolish the teachings in the law and prophets, 
but fulfill them. Unless we an understand that, we don’t get the full picture 
of what is happening in the New Testament.

Funny thing about having multiple versions handy is the King James 
Version states it was the time for her purification after Jesus’ dedication. His 
circumcision at 8 days, her purification at 40 days. Both are ways that people 
enter or re-enter relationship with God.
Dear God, Help us become your children through building our relationship with 
you. Keep us from the strict observance of law so we fulfill your teachings with 
love. Amen.



Isaiah 61:10-62:3 and Galatians 4:4-7
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Isaiah 61:10-62:3 and Galatians 4:4-7 Sonnet
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Thoughts

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 and Galatians 4:4-7
Fall and Rise

We are clearly hearing from Third Isaiah as the Babylonian exiles pre-
pare to return to Jerusalem — they will put on new clothes and not be the 
people who failed to follow God’s teachings about caring for the widow, 
orphan, immigrant and poor. They will not keep silent for Zion’s sake and 
will not rest for Jerusalem’s sake. The Holy City will not be destroyed again 
because of their failure to follow God’s teachings.

But something went horribly wrong as the teachings became law and the 
minutiae was stressed over the loving interpretation. The Sabbath was not 
for rest and holiness but a whole new set of laws that were so complicated 
only the priests and scribes could interpret them.

The new clothes become tarnished as the personal responsibility the 
Israelites were willing to embrace or put on became a burden because the 
guides used the teachings, which became law, to control people.

Then Jesus was sent to set them free from the law, but not the teachings. 
It’s a careful line I walk because I see people wanting to clear all guidance 
and flocking to pastors who will give it, yet this guidance comes with a cost 
as the teachings become laws again.

And people seek the easy yes-or-no answers in regards to proper behav-
ior. But being rescued from the slavery of the law means being guided by the 
Holy Spirit and the teachings of Jesus. It means that sometimes we violate a 
law to do what is right like Jesus healing on the Sabbath or being arrested in 
a protest.

The Israelites pledged they would not keep silent or rest for the sake of 
the Holy City. We should not keep silent or rest for the sake of Jesus’ teach-
ings. There are two things Jesus was quite clear about: loving God and loving 
your neighbor as you love yourself. But the “how” has to be worked out each 
day in each situation we find.
Dear God, Help us speak out against injustice and not rest in seeking justice for 
those marginalized for these are the teachings that free us to love. Amen.
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