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Isaiah 64:1-9 (NRSV)
1 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 

mountains would quake at your presence—
2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to 

make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might trem-
ble at your presence!

3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence.

4 From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen 
any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.

5 You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your 
ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we trans-
gressed.

6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
wind, take us away.

7 There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of 
you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
hand of our iniquity.

8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our pot-
ter; we are all the work of your hand.

9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity 
forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 



Isaiah 64:1-9 Notes

Sights:

Sounds:

Sayings:

Smells:

Touch:

Tastes:

Centering word:



Isaiah 64:1-9

Key phrase:



Isaiah 64:1-9 Rewrite



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (NRSV)
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

has been given you in Christ Jesus,
5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowl-

edge of every kind—
6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—
7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the re-

vealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Notes

Sights:

Sounds:

Sayings:
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Touch:
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1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Key phrase:



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Rewrite



Mark 13:24-37 (NRSV)
24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and 

the moon will not give its light,
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heav-

ens will be shaken.
26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great pow-

er and glory.
27 Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 

winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes ten-

der and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.
29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates.
30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things have taken place.
31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heav-

en, nor the Son, but only the Father.
33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.
34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on 
the watch.

35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn,

36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.
37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”



Mark 13:24-37 Notes
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Mark 13:24-37 Rewrite



Isaiah 64:1-9 (CEB)
1 If only you would tear open the heavens and come down!
    Mountains would quake before you
2     like fire igniting brushwood or making water boil.
 If you would make your name known to your enemies,
    the nations would tremble in your presence.
3 When you accomplished wonders beyond all our expectations;
    when you came down, mountains quaked before you.
4 From ancient times,
    no one has heard,
    no ear has perceived,
    no eye has seen any god but you
    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him!
5 You look after those who gladly do right;
    they will praise you for your ways.[d]
But you were angry when we sinned;
    you hid yourself when we did wrong.[e]
6 We have all become like the unclean;
    all our righteous deeds are like a menstrual rag.
All of us wither like a leaf;
    our sins, like the wind, carry us away.
7 No one calls on your name;
    no one bothers to hold on to you,
    for you have hidden yourself from us,
    and have handed us over[f ] to our sin.
8 But now, Lord, you are our father.
    We are the clay, and you are our potter.
    All of us are the work of your hand.
9 Don’t rage so fiercely, Lord;
    don’t hold our sins against us forever,
    but gaze now on your people, all of us:



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (CEB)
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I thank my God always for you, because of God’s grace that was given to 

you in Christ Jesus. 5 That is, you were made rich through him in everything: 
in all your communication and every kind of knowledge, 6 in the same way 
that the testimony about Christ was confirmed with you. 7 The result is that 
you aren’t missing any spiritual gift while you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ 
to be revealed. 8 He will also confirm your testimony about Christ until the 
end so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God 
is faithful, and you were called by him to partnership with his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Mark 13:24-37 (CEB)
24 “In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become 

dark, and the moon won’t give its light. 25 The stars will fall from the sky, 
and the planets and other heavenly bodies will be shaken. 26 Then they will 
see the Human One coming in the clouds with great power and splendor. 
27 Then he will send the angels and gather together his chosen people from 
the four corners of the earth, from the end of the earth to the end of heaven.

28 “Learn this parable from the fig tree. After its branch becomes tender 
and it sprouts new leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 In the same way, 
when you see these things happening, you know that he’s near, at the door. 
30 I assure you that this generation won’t pass away until all these things 
happen. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not 
pass away.

32 “But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the angels 
in heaven and not the Son. Only the Father knows. 33  Watch out! Stay alert! 
You don’t know when the time is coming. 34  It is as if someone took a trip, 
left the household behind, and put the servants in charge, giving each one 
a job to do, and told the doorkeeper to stay alert. 35  Therefore, stay alert! 
You don’t know when the head of the household will come, whether in the 
evening or at midnight, or when the rooster crows in the early morning or 
at daybreak. 36  Don’t let him show up when you weren’t expecting and find 
you sleeping. 37  What I say to you, I say to all: Stay alert!”



Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Notes
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Touch:

Tastes:
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Takeaway from Isaiah 64:1-9:

Takeaway from Mark 13:24-37:

Possible modern setting:



Centering word:

Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37

Key phrases:



Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Short Story



Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Short Story



Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Short Story



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Notes

Sights:

Sounds:

Sayings:

Smells:

Touch:
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Characters:

Setting:

Conflict:

Moral:

Takeaway from 1 Corinthians 1:3-9:

Takeaway from Mark 13:24-37:

Possible modern setting:



Centering word:

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and Mark 13:24-37

Key phrases:



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Short Story



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Short Story



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Short Story



Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Notes

Sights:

Sounds:

Sayings:

Smells:

Touch:

Tastes:

Centering word:



Characters:

Setting:

Conflict:

Moral:

Takeaway from Isaiah 64:1-9:

Takeaway from 1 Corinthians 1:3-9:

Possible modern setting:



Centering word:

Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Key phrases:



Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Short Story



Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Short Story



Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Short Story



Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Evaluation

What is the takeaway?

Does the beginning grab the reader’s attention?

What is moving the story forward?

Does the timing work? Is there an area that drags?

Do you care what happens to the characters? Why or why not?

Are goals clear for the protagonist and antagonist?

Are details developed enough to make the story realistic?

Did you show or tell?

Does the story engage your emotions? 

Is your mind and spirit stimulated by reading this story?

Worth fixing?



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Evaluation

What is the takeaway?

Does the beginning grab the reader’s attention?

What is moving the story forward?

Does the timing work? Is there an area that drags?

Do you care what happens to the characters? Why or why not?

Are goals clear for the protagonist and antagonist?

Are details developed enough to make the story realistic?

Did you show or tell?

Does the story engage your emotions? 

Is your mind and spirit stimulated by reading this story?

Worth fixing?



Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Evaluation

What is the takeaway?

Does the beginning grab the reader’s attention?

What is moving the story forward?

Does the timing work? Is there an area that drags?

Do you care what happens to the characters? Why or why not?

Are goals clear for the protagonist and antagonist?

Are details developed enough to make the story realistic?

Did you show or tell?

Does the story engage your emotions? 

Is your mind and spirit stimulated by reading this story?

Worth fixing?
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Isaiah 40:1-11 (NRSV)
1 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her 

term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins.

3 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.

5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see 
it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

6 A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are 
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.

7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD 
blows upon it; surely the people are grass.

8 The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever.

9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do 
not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”

10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him.

11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 



Isaiah 40:1-11 Notes

Sights:

Sounds:

Sayings:

Smells:

Touch:

Tastes:

Centering word:



Isaiah 40:1-11

Key phrase:



Isaiah 40:1-11 Rewrite



2 Peter 3:8-15a (NRSV)
8 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 

like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.
9 The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but 

is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens 

will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with 
fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of per-
sons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness,

12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will 
melt with fire?

13 But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a 
new earth, where righteousness is at home.

14 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be 
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish;

15a and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved 
brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him. 



2 Peter 3:8-15a Notes

Sights:
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Smells:

Touch:

Tastes:

Centering word:



2 Peter 3:8-15a

Key phrase:



2 Peter 3:8-15a Rewrite



Mark 1:1-8 (NRSV)
1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight,’”
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jor-
dan, confessing their sins.

6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.

7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.

8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 



Mark 1:1-8 Notes

Sights:
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Touch:
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Mark 1:1-8

Key phrase:



Mark 1:1-8 Rewrite



Isaiah 40:1-11 (CEB)
1 Comfort, comfort my people!
  says your God.
2 Speak compassionately to Jerusalem,
    and proclaim to her that her compulsory service has ended,
  that her penalty has been paid,
  that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins!
3 A voice is crying out:
“Clear the Lord’s way in the desert!
  Make a level highway in the wilderness for our God!
4 Every valley will be raised up,
  and every mountain and hill will be flattened.
  Uneven ground will become level,
  and rough terrain a valley plain.
5 The Lord’s glory will appear,
  and all humanity will see it together;
  the Lord’s mouth has commanded it.”
6 A voice was saying:
  “Call out!”
And another said,
  “What should I call out?”
All flesh is grass;
  all its loyalty is like the flowers of the field.
7 The grass dries up
  and the flower withers
  when the Lord’s breath blows on it.
  Surely the people are grass.
8 The grass dries up;
  the flower withers,
  but our God’s word will exist forever.
9 Go up on a high mountain,
  messenger Zion!
Raise your voice and shout,
  messenger Jerusalem!
Raise it; don’t be afraid;
  say to the cities of Judah,
  “Here is your God!”
10 Here is the Lord God,
  coming with strength,
  with a triumphant arm,
  bringing his reward with him
  and his payment before him.



11 Like a shepherd, God will tend the flock;
  he will gather lambs in his arms
  and lift them onto his lap.
  He will gently guide the nursing ewes.

2 Peter 3:8-15 (CEB)
8 Don’t let it escape your notice, dear friends, that with the Lord a sin-

gle day is like a thousand years and a thousand years are like a single day. 9 
The Lord isn’t slow to keep his promise, as some think of slowness, but he 
is patient toward you, not wanting anyone to perish but all to change their 
hearts and lives. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day 
the heavens will pass away with a dreadful noise, the elements will be con-
sumed by fire, and the earth and all the works done on it will be exposed.

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what sort of people 
ought you to be? You must live holy and godly lives, 12 waiting for and 
hastening the coming day of God. Because of that day, the heavens will 
be destroyed by fire and the elements will melt away in the flames. 13 But 
according to his promise we are waiting for a new heaven and a new earth, 
where righteousness is at home.

14 Therefore, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to hap-
pen, make every effort to be found by him in peace — pure and faultless. 15 
Consider the patience of our Lord to be salvation, just as our dear friend and 
brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given to him,

Mark 1:1-8 (CEB)
1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 2 hap-

pened just as it was written about in the prophecy of Isaiah:
Look, I am sending my messenger before you.
He will prepare your way,
3 a voice shouting in the wilderness:
    “Prepare the way for the Lord;
    make his paths straight.”
4 John the Baptist was in the wilderness calling for people to be baptized 

to show that they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to 
forgive their sins. 5 Everyone in Judea and all the people of Jerusalem went 
out to the Jordan River and were being baptized by John as they confessed 
their sins. 6 John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He announced, “One 
stronger than I am is coming after me. I’m not even worthy to bend over and 
loosen the strap of his sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.”



Isaiah 40:1-11 and Mark 1:1-8 Notes
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Key phrases:



Isaiah 40:1-11 and Mark 1:1-8 Short Story



Isaiah 40:1-11 and Mark 1:1-8 Short Story



Isaiah 40:1-11 and Mark 1:1-8 Short Story



2 Peter 3:8-15a and Mark 1:1-8 Notes

Sights:

Sounds:

Sayings:

Smells:

Touch:

Tastes:

Centering word:



Characters:
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Conflict:

Moral:

Takeaway from 2 Peter 3:8-15a:

Takeaway from Mark 1:1-8:
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Centering word:

2 Peter 3:8-15a and Mark 1:1-8

Key phrases:



2 Peter 3:8-15a and Mark 1:1-8 Short Story



2 Peter 3:8-15a and Mark 1:1-8 Short Story



2 Peter 3:8-15a and Mark 1:1-8 Short Story



Isaiah 40:1-11 and 2 Peter 3:8-15a Notes

Sights:
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Smells:

Touch:

Tastes:

Centering word:



Characters:

Setting:

Conflict:

Moral:

Takeaway from Isaiah 40:1-11:
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Possible modern setting:



Centering word:

Isaiah 40:1-11 and 2 Peter 3:8-15a

Key phrases:



Isaiah 40:1-11 and 2 Peter 3:8-15a Short Story



Isaiah 40:1-11 and 2 Peter 3:8-15a Short Story



Isaiah 40:1-11 and 2 Peter 3:8-15a Short Story



Isaiah 40:1-11 and Mark 1:1-8 Evaluation

What is the takeaway?

Does the beginning grab the reader’s attention?

What is moving the story forward?

Does the timing work? Is there an area that drags?

Do you care what happens to the characters? Why or why not?

Are goals clear for the protagonist and antagonist?

Are details developed enough to make the story realistic?

Did you show or tell?

Does the story engage your emotions? 

Is your mind and spirit stimulated by reading this story?

Worth fixing?



2 Peter 3:8-15a and Mark 1:1-8 Evaluation

What is the takeaway?

Does the beginning grab the reader’s attention?

What is moving the story forward?

Does the timing work? Is there an area that drags?

Do you care what happens to the characters? Why or why not?

Are goals clear for the protagonist and antagonist?

Are details developed enough to make the story realistic?

Did you show or tell?

Does the story engage your emotions? 

Is your mind and spirit stimulated by reading this story?

Worth fixing?



Isaiah 40:1-11 and 2 Peter 3:8-15a Evaluation

What is the takeaway?

Does the beginning grab the reader’s attention?

What is moving the story forward?

Does the timing work? Is there an area that drags?

Do you care what happens to the characters? Why or why not?

Are goals clear for the protagonist and antagonist?

Are details developed enough to make the story realistic?

Did you show or tell?

Does the story engage your emotions? 

Is your mind and spirit stimulated by reading this story?

Worth fixing?
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Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (NRSV)
1 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anoint-

ed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prison-
ers;

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn;

3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland in-
stead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the plant-
ing of the LORD, to display his glory.

4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations.

8 For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting cove-
nant with them.

9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their off-
spring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are 
a people whom the LORD has blessed.

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered 
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 



Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Notes

Sights:

Sounds:

Sayings:

Smells:

Touch:

Tastes:

Centering word:



Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Key phrase:



Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Rewrite



1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (NRSV)
16 Rejoice always,
17 pray without ceasing,
18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you.
19 Do not quench the Spirit.
20 Do not despise the words of prophets,
21 but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
22 abstain from every form of evil.
23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 

spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 



1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Notes

Sights:

Sounds:

Sayings:

Smells:

Touch:

Tastes:

Centering word:



1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Key phrase:



1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Rewrite



John 1:6-8, 19-28 (NRSV)
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him.
8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messi-

ah.”
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.”
22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those 

who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 

straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.
25 They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the 

Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one 

whom you do not know,
27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 

his sandal.”
28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptiz-

ing.



John 1:6-8, 19-28 Notes

Sights:

Sounds:
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John 1:6-8, 19-28

Key phrase:



John 1:6-8, 19-28 Rewrite



Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (CEB)
1 The Lord God’s spirit is upon me,
  because the Lord has anointed me.
He has sent me
  to bring good news to the poor,
  to bind up the brokenhearted,
  to proclaim release for captives,
    and liberation for prisoners,
2   to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
    and a day of vindication for our God,
  to comfort all who mourn,
3   to provide for Zion’s mourners,
  to give them a crown in place of ashes,
  oil of joy in place of mourning,
  a mantle of praise in place of discouragement.
They will be called Oaks of Righteousness,
  planted by the Lord to glorify himself.
4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins;
  they will restore formerly deserted places;
  they will renew ruined cities,
  places deserted in generations past.
8 I, the Lord, love justice;
  I hate robbery and dishonesty.
I will faithfully give them their wage,
  and make with them an enduring covenant.
9 Their offspring will be known among the nations,
  and their descendants among the peoples.
All who see them will recognize
  that they are a people blessed by the Lord.
10 I surely rejoice in the Lord;
  my heart is joyful because of my God,
  because he has clothed me with clothes of victory,
  wrapped me in a robe of righteousness
  like a bridegroom in a priestly crown,
  and like a bride adorned in jewelry.
11 As the earth puts out its growth,
  and as a garden grows its seeds,
  so the Lord God will grow righteousness and praise before all the na-

tions.



1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (CEB)
16 Rejoice always. 17 Pray continually. 18 Give thanks in every situation 

because this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Don’t suppress the Spirit. 
20 Don’t brush off Spirit-inspired messages, 21 but examine everything 
carefully and hang on to what is good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil. 23 Now, 
may the God of peace himself cause you to be completely dedicated to him; 
and may your spirit, soul, and body be kept intact and blameless at our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s coming. 24 The one who is calling you is faithful and will do 
this.

John 1:6-8, 19-28 (CEB)
6 A man named John was sent from God. 7 He came as a witness to tes-

tify concerning the light, so that through him everyone would believe in the 
light. 8 He himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to testify concerning 
the light.

19 This is John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent 
priests and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?”

20 John confessed (he didn’t deny but confessed), “I’m not the Christ.”
21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
John said, “I’m not.”
“Are you the prophet?”
John answered, “No.”
22 They asked, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who 

sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23 John replied,
“I am a voice crying out in the wilderness,
  Make the Lord’s path straight,
just as the prophet Isaiah said.”
24 Those sent by the Pharisees 25 asked, “Why do you baptize if you 

aren’t the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”
26 John answered, “I baptize with water. Someone greater stands among 

you, whom you don’t recognize. 27 He comes after me, but I’m not worthy to 
untie his sandal straps.” 28 This encounter took place across the Jordan in 
Bethany where John was baptizing.
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2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 (NRSV)
1 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given 

him rest from all his enemies around him,
2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of 

cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.”
3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the 

LORD is with you.”
4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan:
5 Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to 

build me a house to live in?
6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 

Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle.

7 Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever 
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?”

8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel;

9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth.

10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildo-
ers shall afflict them no more, as formerly,

11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that 
the LORD will make you a house.

16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; 
your throne shall be established forever.
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Romans 16:25-27 (NRSV)
25 Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 

the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
that was kept secret for long ages

26 but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made 
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to 
bring about the obedience of faith --

27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for-
ever! Amen. 
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Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV)
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth,
27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 

with you.”
29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be.
30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God.
31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus.
32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 

will be no end.”
34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God.

36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.

37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”
38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
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2 Samuel 7:1-11 (CEB)
1 When the king was settled in his palace, and the Lord had given him 

rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“Look! I’m living in a cedar palace, but God’s chest is housed in a tent!”

3 Nathan said to the king, “Go ahead and do whatever you are thinking, 
because the Lord is with you.”

4 But that very night the Lord’s word came to Nathan: 5 Go to my servant 
David and tell him: This is what the Lord says: You are not the one to build 
the temple for me to live in. 6 In fact, I haven’t lived in a temple from the day 
I brought Israel out of Egypt until now. Instead, I have been traveling around 
in a tent and in a dwelling. 7 Throughout my traveling around with the Isra-
elites, did I ever ask any of Israel’s tribal leaders I appointed to shepherd my 
people: Why haven’t you built me a cedar temple?

8 So then, say this to my servant David: This is what the Lord of heavenly 
forces says: I took you from the pasture, from following the flock, to be lead-
er over my people Israel. 9 I’ve been with you wherever you’ve gone, and I’ve 
eliminated all your enemies before you. Now I will make your name great 
— like the name of the greatest people on earth. 10 I’m going to provide a 
place for my people Israel, and plant them so that they may live there and no 
longer be disturbed. Cruel people will no longer trouble them, as they had 
been earlier, 11 when I appointed leaders over my people Israel. And I will 
give you rest from all your enemies.

And the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make a dynasty for you.
16 Your dynasty and your kingdom will be secured forever before me. 

Your throne will be established forever.



Romans 16:25-27 (CEB)
25 May the glory be to God who can strengthen you with my good news 

and the message that I preach about Jesus Christ. He can strengthen you 
with the announcement of the secret that was kept quiet for a long time. 
26 Now that secret is revealed through what the prophets wrote. It is made 
known to the Gentiles in order to lead to their faithful obedience based on 
the command of the eternal God. 27 May the glory be to God, who alone is 
wise! May the glory be to him through Jesus Christ forever! Amen.

Luke 1:26-38 (CEB)
26 When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Ga-

briel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee, 27 to a virgin who was engaged to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
28 When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is 
with you!” 29 She was confused by these words and wondered what kind 
of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is 
honoring you. 31 Look! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and he will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. 33 He will 
rule over Jacob’s house forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom.”

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I haven’t 
had sexual relations with a man?”

35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born 
will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. 36 Look, even in her old age, your 
relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who was labeled ‘unable 
to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. 37 Nothing is impossible for God.”

38 Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you 
have said.” Then the angel left her.
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