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2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 (NRSV)
1 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given 

him rest from all his enemies around him,
2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of 

cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.”
3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the 

LORD is with you.”
4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan:
5 Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to 

build me a house to live in?
6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 

Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle.

7 Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever 
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?”

8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel;

9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth.

10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildo-
ers shall afflict them no more, as formerly,

11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that 
the LORD will make you a house.

16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; 
your throne shall be established forever.



2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Key phrase:



Thoughts

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Bad Cut

If you were to read this passage as the lectionary cut it, you wouldn’t 
know that David is told not to build the temple in Jerusalem but to let Solo-
mon do it. Knowing this it makes it a bit difficult to focus on what is left.

In verse 10, though a couple of phrases stick out: “a place for my people,” 
“a home of their own” and “not oppress them anymore.” This passage begins 
with David looking around his own living situation and thinking “I have ne-
glected God by not building a shelter for the Ark. I should.” And the prophet 
Nathan tells him that he speaks with God so the project should go ahead.

But God speaks to Nathan that night. And says that God is with and will 
be with David but before a temple is built there should be housing for all of 
the people so they are protected from the wicked.

I pastor two churches, one is a simple one-room church that just recent-
ly had a bathroom installed. The other has a couple of floors but not many 
extra rooms. Neither has stained glass widows or lots of special liturgical 
paraments or banners.

Yet I work in another church with stained glass windows, banners for 
single Sundays and a multimillion dollar building project going on. And a 
continual storage problem.

I wonder what God would say about these churches as people still live 
without roofs over their heads; as their home is their car; as they have no 
way to get out of the oppression. Yes, the larger one has a food program but 
what they could do with the rebuilding funds!
Dear God, Help us to see your people before our buildings. Help us choose wisely 
when we decide what to do with out funds. Help us put your desires first. Amen.





Luke 1:46b-55 (NRSV)
46b “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, 

from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 

name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 

thoughts of their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up 

the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away emp-

ty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to 

his descendants forever.” 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 (NRSV)
1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; with my mouth I will 

proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithful-

ness is as firm as the heavens.
3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to 

my servant David:
4 ‘I will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all 

generations.’” Selah
19 Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said: “I have set 

the crown on one who is mighty, I have exalted one chosen from the people.
20 I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him;
21 my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen 

him.
22 The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him.
23 I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him.
24 My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name 

his horn shall be exalted.
25 I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers.
26 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my 

salvation!’ 



Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
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Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 Madrigal
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Romans 16:25-27 (NRSV)
25 Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 

the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
that was kept secret for long ages

26 but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made 
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to 
bring about the obedience of faith --

27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for-
ever! Amen. 



Romans 16:25-27

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Romans 16:25-27
Benediction?

Curious. I think sometimes the Epistle is so selected that there is no pos-
sible way to preach on it. Was the Revised Common Lectionary put together 
at a time when Paul was being especially castigated by feminists? Is this why 
so many greetings and closings are selected?

The thing is in making these selections it didn’t make Paul less offensive, 
just less accessible. And the majority of Paul’s “offensiveness” comes from 
the proof-texting selection by evangelicals. So had selections been made that 
did not conform to evangelical readings yet still had value then Paul’s early 
theology could be heard in its context.

But a selection at the end of an epistle giving glory to God through Jesus 
Christ doesn’t force us to wrestle with Paul, it silently condemns Paul by 
ignoring so many of the good things he did write.

It forces one to preach on the annunciation and the virgin birth as if 
there is nothing at all suspicious about the doctrine.
Dear God, Help us have the courage to work through the difficult writings and not 
just what is easy to read. Help us accept the flaws and the rewards in Paul’s writ-
ing. Amen.





Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV)
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth,
27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 

with you.”
29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be.
30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God.
31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus.
32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 

will be no end.”
34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God.

36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.

37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”
38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.



Luke 1:26-38

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Luke 1:26-38
How Will This Be?

I wish I remembered where I saw it but years ago I saw Hildegard von 
Bingen’s attempt to explain how Mary got pregnant.

There was a tube running under her skirt – presumably straight to her 
uterus – that came from a cloud in the sky. The idea that God could create 
Jesus in Mary’s womb ex nihilo was apparently too much. There had to be 
some physical contact.

Now I’m faced with preaching about her annunciation and “virgin” birth 
when it is not one of the doctrines I believe in. Like the unknown artist there 
had to be some sort of physical interaction. Gabriel tells Mary the “Most 
High will overshadow you,” which brings to mind José Saramago’s presence 
of God pausing over while Joseph and Mary had sex.

As I think about the virgin birth, I can’t help but think on the Genesis 
story where we are told the “earth was formless and empty” before God 
began to create the universe, if we can believe that God created the universe 
ex nihilo, then we should be able to accept Jesus was also created ex nihilo, 
right?

But if we understand creation as an allegory then God had something to 
work with and somehow sperm was necessary for Jesus to be born. A tube 
from heaven or Joseph’s sperm doesn’t matter, but something physical was 
needed.

This is touchy groun because a literalist won’t question is but question 
my faith at questioning. And others will wonder at the answers I may be 
able to find – are they good enough for them?
Dear God, Some believe in you without question and others question to believe. 
Help us accept all things are possible in our own way. Amen.





2 Samuel 7:1-11 (CEB)
1 When the king was settled in his palace, and the Lord had given him 

rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“Look! I’m living in a cedar palace, but God’s chest is housed in a tent!”

3 Nathan said to the king, “Go ahead and do whatever you are thinking, 
because the Lord is with you.”

4 But that very night the Lord’s word came to Nathan: 5 Go to my servant 
David and tell him: This is what the Lord says: You are not the one to build 
the temple for me to live in. 6 In fact, I haven’t lived in a temple from the day 
I brought Israel out of Egypt until now. Instead, I have been traveling around 
in a tent and in a dwelling. 7 Throughout my traveling around with the Isra-
elites, did I ever ask any of Israel’s tribal leaders I appointed to shepherd my 
people: Why haven’t you built me a cedar temple?

8 So then, say this to my servant David: This is what the Lord of heavenly 
forces says: I took you from the pasture, from following the flock, to be lead-
er over my people Israel. 9 I’ve been with you wherever you’ve gone, and I’ve 
eliminated all your enemies before you. Now I will make your name great 
— like the name of the greatest people on earth. 10 I’m going to provide a 
place for my people Israel, and plant them so that they may live there and no 
longer be disturbed. Cruel people will no longer trouble them, as they had 
been earlier, 11 when I appointed leaders over my people Israel. And I will 
give you rest from all your enemies.

And the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make a dynasty for you.
16 Your dynasty and your kingdom will be secured forever before me. 

Your throne will be established forever.



Romans 16:25-27 (CEB)
25 May the glory be to God who can strengthen you with my good news 

and the message that I preach about Jesus Christ. He can strengthen you 
with the announcement of the secret that was kept quiet for a long time. 
26 Now that secret is revealed through what the prophets wrote. It is made 
known to the Gentiles in order to lead to their faithful obedience based on 
the command of the eternal God. 27 May the glory be to God, who alone is 
wise! May the glory be to him through Jesus Christ forever! Amen.

Luke 1:26-38 (CEB)
26 When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Ga-

briel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee, 27 to a virgin who was engaged to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
28 When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is 
with you!” 29 She was confused by these words and wondered what kind 
of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is 
honoring you. 31 Look! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and he will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. 33 He will 
rule over Jacob’s house forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom.”

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I haven’t 
had sexual relations with a man?”

35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born 
will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. 36 Look, even in her old age, your 
relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who was labeled ‘unable 
to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. 37 Nothing is impossible for God.”

38 Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you 
have said.” Then the angel left her.
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2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 and Luke 1:26-38 Sonnet
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Thoughts

2 Samuel 7:1-11 and Luke 1:26-38
David and Jesus

Let’s begin with 2 Samuel, David wants to build a temple for God now 
that the tribes have been united into a nation and the kingdom established. 
He tells Nathan, who says okay, but later has a revelation from God telling 
David not to build the temple or house. And God will establish David’s 
throne forever. Historically speaking, this wasn’t written during David’s 
lifetime but (I think) during the exile and it would be a great comfort to the 
exiles to read that they were given a place of rest from their enemies and the 
Davidic kingdom would be restored.

Now, Luke, Gabriel tells Mary she will have a son who will have the 
throne of David and reign over the house of Jacob forever. Of course, the 
only way Jesus can be of the line of David is to be the son of Joseph. But facts 
don’t need to get in the way of comforting the people. Those who redefined 
David’s kingdom to fit Jesus from political to to spiritual had followers who 
accept that. So all that was left was to convince others that their interpreta-
tion was the correct one. 

The “house,” as we read, was not the building but the branch — the line 
of David. And does it really matter that we’re reinterpreting it this way when 
it was a reinterpretation when it was written? The building meant to last for-
ever had already been destroyed. The Common English Bible makes it clear 
by using “palace” and “dynasty” instead of “house.” I guess the question real-
ly becomes one of how far the reinterpretation can go?
Dear God, Help us hear your promises of comfort to your people. Help us under-
stand so we can see it applied to our life. Amen.
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Thoughts

Romans 16:25-27 and Luke 1:26-38
Revelation of the Mystery

It’s just an awful passage for figuring anything out because it’s the final 
prayer at the end of Romans. There is no content in it. The “revelation of the 
mystery” is obviously meant to be the annunciation to Mary, but that doesn’t 
leave us much to work with.

It’s interesting to be because someone recently said Mary did not have a 
choice when it came to being the mother of Jesus or not. I suppose you could 
argue that if you pay attention to Gabriel’s announcement to Mary “And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus.” She asks how and Gabriel tells her and let her know about Elizabeth.

But here comes the turning point: “For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” That’s written in the future tense and not as something already ac-
complished. What is God waiting on?

Mary says, “Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me accord-
ing to your word.” Mary agrees to carry Jesus with the same phrase the 
young Samuel used in the temple when he responded to God’s call in the 
night. The same words used by prophets to accept their mission — a mission 
they could have turned down and they they were unable to fulfill.

Why is it important? First, because we have free will and God may call 
on us, but we don’t have to respond. We aren’t robots or paper dolls com-
pelled to do what God orders.

Second, Mary chose to be the mother of Jesus. She knew she would suffer 
social persecution for being pregnant before marriage yet, like the prophets 
before her, she said “Here am I” to do your will, no matter what it costs me.

And that is inspiring because not only did God choose Mary but Mary 
chose God.
Dear God, Give us the courage to say yes to you; to stand against the tide of people 
who will criticize us as we seek your love. Amen.
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Thoughts

2 Samuel 7:1-11 and Romans 16:25-27
Forever

The prophecy of Nathan ends with “Your house and should kingdom 
shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established for-
ever.” It’s the part that provides comfort to those who have been exiled and 
seen their temple that they based their faith on destroyed.

It’s interesting to read Paul on Jesus after he has been crucified and res-
urrected and the emphasis on the glory lasting forever. 

The only way I can compare these two is to think of the way both were 
suffering under oppression and both had seen their hope fall. The person 
or place their faith was based on was destroyed, so what were they to do to 
carry on?

Those that wrote about David assured the people the temple destroyed 
was temporary because it was the “house” that had been promised would 
last forever. And it wasn’t the flesh of Jesus that would last forever but the 
glory of Jesus.

Comfort. So much of faith and tradition is about comforting the people 
who are suffering. That God comforts us and that we are to comfort others. 
But do the promises really comfort or just give us the hope of comfort so we 
can go on another day? Are they steps on the path to comfort or comfort?

Why does it matter? Because if we promise a way to comfort than we can 
begin healing and working together. But if we promise comfort and it doesn’t 
come, then people will fall away. They have no comfort, no way to comfort 
and no hope for comfort is left.
Dear God, Help us not promise too much, not say we have the cure when we only 
have a way to help people find their cure and a heart to be present. Amen.
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