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Isaiah 64:1-9 (NRSV)
1 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 

mountains would quake at your presence—
2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to 

make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might trem-
ble at your presence!

3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence.

4 From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen 
any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.

5 You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your 
ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we trans-
gressed.

6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
wind, take us away.

7 There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of 
you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
hand of our iniquity.

8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our pot-
ter; we are all the work of your hand.

9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity 
forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 



Isaiah 64:1-9

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Isaiah 64:1-9 
We Are the Clay

We learn in Genesis that we are formed of the earth but once we are 
created we forget that we still need to be molded; that our morals need to be 
shaped as much as our bodies have been shaped.

And what is it that we do to shape ourselves into works that God will be 
proud up? Do we remain steadfast to God through our daily life or do we 
allow sin to shrivel us up like a leaf and get blown away from God by each 
temptation that comes by?

The Israelites are reforming in Israel as Deutero-Isaiah writes asking 
how they can return to God as they return to the land. Yet it is an age-old 
question that will never lose it’s relevance as people find themselves drifting 
aimlessly through life and wondering if this is all there is or if there is more 
purpose to our lives.

From Rick Warren’s Purpose-Driven Life to the current “Does my life have 
a purpose?” billboard for the Mormon church, we clearly hope that God 
will give us direction that goes beyond the hum-drum life. I’ve often thought 
one of the worst possible jobs would be working in a factory where your day 
is filled with the same unchanging task all day. Yet how many of us create 
factory-style lives as we go from work to home and serve only ourselves — as 
we drift through like a leaf caught in the wind.
Dear God, You created us from clay and gave us shape. Help us continue to be 
formed by you through listening to how you want us to treat each other. Amen.





Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (NRSV)
1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You 

who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
2 before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and 

come to save us!
3 Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
4 O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s 

prayers?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to 

drink in full measure.
6 You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among 

themselves.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
17 But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom 

you made strong for yourself.
18 Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on 

your name.
19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be 

saved.



Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Key phrase:



Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Madrigal

Lines contain either 7 or 11 syllables (Italian)  
or iambic pentameter (Chaucer).
Letters indicate rhyme scheme, numbers indicate where lines repeat.
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1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (NRSV)
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

has been given you in Christ Jesus,
5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowl-

edge of every kind—
6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—
7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the re-

vealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.



1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Key phrase:



Thoughts

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Strong and Blameless

I just watched a Frontline program on AIDS in Uganda where a program 
that promoted abstinence and condom use was used by the government for 
several years, which dropped the new infection rate to 6%.

But the program was dropped to get U.S. funding with the stipulation 
of “abstinence only.” The infection rate has doubled. I write of this because 
those who are pushing abstinence are expecting people to be “strong and 
blameless” in resisting one of the gifts given by God.

Paul himself realized that resisting our sexuality was near impossible, 
writing to those that couldn’t abstain to marry if you must. And Paul thought 
people only needed to hold out for a few days — a few weeks or months at 
most — until the return of Jesus.

Now people are being asked to wait for Jesus during the peak of their 
sexuality as we put off marriage for education and career plans.

For the record, it is one thing to remain strong in our faith and blameless 
in following the teachings of Jesus. It is another to tie sexual activity to spiri-
tual death and assume that if you prepare for sex then you are immoral.

Not using condoms in Uganda is killing people. Not using condoms in 
the U.S. is playing Russian roulette with your future. Oddly, those pushing 
abstinence the most tend to already be married.
Dear God, You are faithful to us in caring for us. Help us be strong and blameless in 
our faithfulness to you. Keep us in your shelter always. Amen.





Mark 13:24-37 (NRSV)
24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and 

the moon will not give its light,
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heav-

ens will be shaken.
26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great pow-

er and glory.
27 Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 

winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes ten-

der and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.
29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates.
30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things have taken place.
31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heav-

en, nor the Son, but only the Father.
33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.
34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on 
the watch.

35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn,

36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.
37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”



Mark 13:24-37

Key phrase:



Thoughts

Mark 13:24-37 
This Generation

One of the commentaries (Anchor Bible Commentary) that I have for 
the book of Mark thinks that instead of Mark being written first and inform-
ing Matthew and Luke that it is the streamlining of Matthew and Luke into a 
shorter text.

I haven’t read the thoughts on today’s passage but I am curious what 
C.S. Mann makes of the reference by Jesus to “this generation” that will not 
pass away before the Son of Man arrives on clouds and stars fall fro the skies 
during an eclipse as the heavenly bodies shake.

The Gospel of Mark contains the word “immediately” 22 times, now if 
we follow Mann’s thought that this was later so people were more urgent 
that Jesus would return I think we have a logic gap.

The anticipation in Mark is similar to Paul’s Thessalonians, who worried 
that those who had died would not meet Jesus. “Watch,” look for the signs 
says the Markan Jesus, whereas the Matthean Jesus says to prepared our-
selves for a long wait – to have enough oil.

According to Mann’s theory then people went from high expectations 
to preparing to wait then back to high expectation.  I suppose I’ll find that 
Mann thinks the destruction of the temple heightened expectations except 
that – off the top of my head – I don’t think there are references to the tem-
ple’s destruction in Mark as there are in Matthew.

All I’m going to say is it’s an interesting theory but at this point it doesn’t 
seem to credible.
Dear God, Help us understand that there are different ways of reading your word. 
Help us find your will as spoken through Jesus for all time. Amen.





Isaiah 64:1-9 (CEB)
1 If only you would tear open the heavens and come down!
    Mountains would quake before you
2     like fire igniting brushwood or making water boil.
 If you would make your name known to your enemies,
    the nations would tremble in your presence.
3 When you accomplished wonders beyond all our expectations;
    when you came down, mountains quaked before you.
4 From ancient times,
    no one has heard,
    no ear has perceived,
    no eye has seen any god but you
    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him!
5 You look after those who gladly do right;
    they will praise you for your ways.[d]
But you were angry when we sinned;
    you hid yourself when we did wrong.[e]
6 We have all become like the unclean;
    all our righteous deeds are like a menstrual rag.
All of us wither like a leaf;
    our sins, like the wind, carry us away.
7 No one calls on your name;
    no one bothers to hold on to you,
    for you have hidden yourself from us,
    and have handed us over[f ] to our sin.
8 But now, Lord, you are our father.
    We are the clay, and you are our potter.
    All of us are the work of your hand.
9 Don’t rage so fiercely, Lord;
    don’t hold our sins against us forever,
    but gaze now on your people, all of us:



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (CEB)
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I thank my God always for you, because of God’s grace that was given to 

you in Christ Jesus. 5 That is, you were made rich through him in everything: 
in all your communication and every kind of knowledge, 6 in the same way 
that the testimony about Christ was confirmed with you. 7 The result is that 
you aren’t missing any spiritual gift while you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ 
to be revealed. 8 He will also confirm your testimony about Christ until the 
end so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God 
is faithful, and you were called by him to partnership with his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Mark 13:24-37 (CEB)
24 “In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become 

dark, and the moon won’t give its light. 25 The stars will fall from the sky, 
and the planets and other heavenly bodies will be shaken. 26 Then they will 
see the Human One coming in the clouds with great power and splendor. 
27 Then he will send the angels and gather together his chosen people from 
the four corners of the earth, from the end of the earth to the end of heaven.

28 “Learn this parable from the fig tree. After its branch becomes tender 
and it sprouts new leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 In the same way, 
when you see these things happening, you know that he’s near, at the door. 
30 I assure you that this generation won’t pass away until all these things 
happen. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not 
pass away.

32 “But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the angels 
in heaven and not the Son. Only the Father knows. 33  Watch out! Stay alert! 
You don’t know when the time is coming. 34  It is as if someone took a trip, 
left the household behind, and put the servants in charge, giving each one 
a job to do, and told the doorkeeper to stay alert. 35  Therefore, stay alert! 
You don’t know when the head of the household will come, whether in the 
evening or at midnight, or when the rooster crows in the early morning or 
at daybreak. 36  Don’t let him show up when you weren’t expecting and find 
you sleeping. 37  What I say to you, I say to all: Stay alert!”



Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37

Key phrases:



Centering word:



Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Sonnet

Sestina line:
Phrases:

Argument/Observation/Question:
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b
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b
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d
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f

Conclusion/Refutation:
g
g



Thoughts

Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37 
Keep Alert

In both Isaiah and Mark confidence is expressed that God gladly meets 
those who do right, that they will be gathered from the ends of the earth. 
Historically, God’s people were scattered and oppressed as each of these 
passages were written. 

The Babylonian exile was ending after nearly 70 years so you hear the 
writer express regret while also blaming God for the broken covenental re-
lationship that led to their sinning and the fall of Jerusalem. The final writer 
of Isaiah was addressing a community rescued and returning home.

The writer of Mark is in between times: Jesus has walked the earth and 
Christ has been resurrected but also ascended. They are still oppressed and 
await the return of Jesus Christ for their final rescue. The people ask “When 
will he return?” Instead of giving a date, they are given a sign of cosmic up-
heaval and instructions to “keep awake” or alter.

As we enter Advent, it is easy to get caught up in the Christmas season 
of shopping. We forget to slow down, pay attention and look around us. We 
hear Christmas songs and carols in stores and the war on Christmas rears 
its ugly head on Fox. Nevermind the real Christmas season is Dec. 25 - Jan. 6 
and, in their ignorance, they do more harm than saying “Happy Holidays.”

So what is my point? We need to keep alert not just to signs around 
us but also to our inner state. If we take an honest look at ourselves do we 
“gladly do right,” do we call on God’s name or hold on to God? Do we allow 
the example of Jesus to take a firm hold on how we live each day?

Or are we sleepwalking through each day and missing out on the oppor-
tunities to let God take hold of us and gather us in?
Dear God, Help us prepare ourselves for Jesus to be reborn into our lives. Open our 
eyes and hearts to the suffering around us. Amen.



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and Mark 13:24-37

Key phrases:



Centering word:



1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and Mark 13:24-37 Sonnet

Sestina line:
Phrases:

Argument/Observation/Question:
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Thoughts

1 Cor. 1:3-9 and Mark 13:24-37 
God is Faithful

Funny how the good news from this week comes from Paul. It is through 
Jesus that we are enriched in our speech, knowledge and strength so we may 
be blameless when the time comes.

When is that time? No one knows but there will be signs — the earth 
quaking, stars falling from heaven, the sun darkened, the moon non-reflec-
tive. And then the Son of Man will come on clouds of power and glory.

To the people first hearing this it must have provided a sense of relief so 
they could better understand there was a reason for these frightening expe-
riences. Remember, they didn’t know that moon doesn’t cast its own light 
but reflects the light of the sun. Something elementary students know now. 
They didn’t know about tectonic plates, asteroids, meteoroids, or eclipses. 
These can be scary if you don’t know what causes them. And it may seem as 
if God is no longer in control.

To believe that all this scary stuff was only a precursor to when we will 
all be saved is comforting. But what happens when you have a confluence of 
events like we had this past year — tornadoes in Alabama, Hurricane Irene, 
Tropical Storm Lee, earthquakes in the East Coast and Oklahoma. And it’s 
all happening during the time a pastor is predicting the end is coming? And 
then, nothing?

Do you praise God that  it’s not the end and hope you’re not alive when 
it’s “really” bad? Because we weren’t hit by the huge meteor, there wasn’t an 
eclipse and the solar system still turns around the sun. That would be really 
bad and we should be ready for it.

So this is the good news Paul offers us because we are enriched by Jesus 
to be strong enough for the day that Jesus returns. If we rely on Jesus, then 
we will be “awake” and prepared because God wants us to return to the king-
dom and not doomed to eternal torment.
Dear God, Help us rely on you for strength so we can be prepared for your return 
and our return to you. Amen.



Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Key phrases:



Centering word:



Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Sonnet

Sestina line:
Phrases:

Argument/Observation/Question:
a
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Thoughts

Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Cor. 1:3-9 
Presence

I’m puzzled by Isaiah. It asks God to come down so the mountains and 
nations may tremble amid God’s presence.

I’m puzzled because God’s presence is often unnoticed in the Bible. 
Three men visit Abraham and Sarah and we later realize one was God. The 
Israelites were led by a cloud. No terrible presence that I can recall.

In fact, Isaiah points to God’s absence as the cause of their sin and this 
absence was because of God’s anger. It isn’t so h that they want God’s “ter-
rible” presence in trembling as it is they just want to be assured that God is 
present.

How can we know God is present without great quakes or guiding 
clouds? Paul points to the strength that we get from Jesus Christ. Why is 
it we forget this? In our day-to-day existence we begin to assume that our 
strength comes from us. That we alone are responsible for our knowledge 
and gifts. The truth is this: I study a lot and from a broad range of topics. It’s 
a lot of hard work. But it would be nothing if God had not given me a great 
memory and the ability to synthesize information in an instant. Sure, it 
would all go it was if I didn’t feed it, but the core is from God.

So how does Jesus enrich this? It’s one thing to compile information. 
It’s another to have it be information useful to God’s purpose. For instance, 
I could waste my gifts if it was focused on celebrity gossip. But that doesn’t 
enrich me or society.

Yet I can synthesize this information that few others do and realize when 
it can be applied. I am not taxed by the readings — it’s not a chore — but 
something I find enriching to my soul.

In short, I know God is present in what I do because I have the energy to 
go on and because it is used to help others.
Dear God, Help us recognize your presence in our everyday activities, let us be 
guided to enrich our gifts and share them with the world. Amen.



Sestina

Numbers indicate lines that need to end with same word.
No rules regarding meter.

Centering words pulled from lectio divina:
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Envoi (3 lines, all six words in any order):
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Isaiah 64:1-9/Mark 13:24-37
5
7
5

5
5

1 Corinthians 1:3-9/Mark 13:24-37
5
7
5

5
5

Isaiah 64:1-9/1 Corinthians 1:3-9
5
7
5

5
5



Notes


